CAT 125GS (Bigham 2026 Proposal):
Public Rhetoric and Practical Communication: Narrative, Media, and Performance

Prof. Joe Bigham, Ph.D.
dbigham@ucsd.edu

Course material posted for asynchronous instruction
Office Hours: TBD

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
CAT 125 students work towards these goals:

Practice reflective strategies for reading, watching, listening, and writing.
e Develop proficiency in public presentation, documentation, and curation.
Examine authority as a writer and how authority in authorship works in terms of race, gender,
and sexuality.
Understand and employ various rhetorical strategies appropriately.
e Clearly direct written, spoken, and digital compositions to multiple and diverse audiences.

Grading Breakdown

Written Statement: 30%

Ignite Presentation: 30%

Written Statement Peer Review and discussion: 5%
Final Reflection: 5%

CV/Resume 5%

Participation: 10%

Short Assignments/Annotations/Reflections: 15%

Course Description:
Weeks 1-5: The first half of this course asks you to turn inward and the authors we read and media we

watch will demonstrate ways to do this, particularly incorporating personal experience and memoir into
broader political conversations. These narratives are all meant as fodder for thinking about how you
narrate your own life, experience, and movement through the world and how those stories are both
political and powerful.

Weeks 6-10 :The second half of this course turns those same conversations outward, considering how to
tell politically impactful stories on topics of your choice. This part of the course asks you to take what you
are concerned about, do some research, and then practice how you inform and persuade an audience
(i.e. this class) about a topic near and dear to your heart/mind/passion.

Required Texts & Technology

® Access to Canvas & Course Reserves



e Notebook & Writing Utensil
e Recommended: They Say, | Say CAT Edition

Technology Policy

The instructor reserves the right to require all students close their laptops/personal electronic devices
for the duration of section meetings.

Course Calendar

Please note readings and screenings are liable to change as the class progresses. | will never add
additional readings or assignments, but may revise and substitute what is already here (If | change
anything, | will give you lots of notice and reminders!). All screenings and readings should be done before
you arrive at lecture and/or section the day that they are on the calendar (unless stated otherwise). If
you have readings that you think would be a great fit, please send them my way!

Week 1: Welcome & Introduction to 125R
Topics: Personal Narrative, ATS and Keywords, Resume Workshop

Read:
Ocean Vuong “Someday I'll Love Ocean Vuong”

Jessica Hernandez “5 Resume Writing Tips for 2023”
Jamie Birt “How To Optimize Your Resume for Al Scanners (With Tips)”

Butterick’s Practical Typography: Resumes

CV/Resume and Short Assignment #1 (Resume Reflection): After Resume/CV Workshop, upload your

revised Resume/CV here. When you do so, write a short (100 word) reflection where you briefly
discuss what stands out to you as your most key experience(s) on this document in terms of what you
are hoping to do after college. Due Friday of Week 1

Week 2: Stories & Power, Sub-genres of Written Statements

Read

e Crunk Feminist Collective Mission Statement
® UC Personal Statements & Statements of Purpose
e Bob Griffin: A Digital Artist's Manifesto

Administrative: April 11th last day to add classes

Due Thursday by 11:59pm Written Statement Proposal: Write a short proposal) for your written
statement. Your proposal should be ONE paragraph and address 1) your purpose and topic 2) your




audience 3) the genre of your essay. Be as specific as you can in this as that will help support you in
the drafting process. Failure to complete will result in a 1/3 letter grade deduction of the final
assignment grade

Due Friday by 11:59pm: Short Assignment #2: Written Statement Annotation: Annotate one of the
two written statements provided, identifying the structural and narrative components, and critiquing
the rhetoric. (10 point scale)

Week 3: Writing About the Self(s), Audience
Key term: Pathos

Read:
_o Emily McCrary-Ruiz-Esparza, Generation Amazing!!! How We’re Draining Language of Its Power
(2022)
e Audre Lorde, “The Transformation of Silence into Language and Action”
Watch:

e Hannah Gadsby Nannette (on Netflix)
e Dr. Carolyn Finney : Black Faces, White Spaces

Eriday: Personal Essay Draft #1 Due for Peer Review (Peer Review Directions) Failure to complete will

result in a 1/3 letter grade deduction of the final assignment grade

Week 4: Al Tools, Authorship, and Authority
Key term: Ethos
Read:

e Vauhini Vara, Ghosts (2021)

e Nir Eisikovits: N E . . ith G ve AL W
https://www.chronicle.com/article/algorithms-and-the-problem-of-intellectual-passivity?sra=tru
ewzAll

Eileen G’Sell “Algorithms and the Problem of Intellectual Passivity”

Nadra Nittle: A Guide to Understanding and Avoiding Cultural Appropriation

Tuesday: Peer Reviews due for in partner work (see peer review sheet in Canvas for instructions

Due Monday Short Assignment #3: Al infographic assignment and critique

Week 5: Rhetoric and Media, The Medium is the Message
Key term: Logos
Watch
_. “The Medium | M ”
e Netflix: Abstract Es Devlin: Stage Design



Due Friday: Personal Essay Final Draft at 11:59pm

Week 6: Public Presentations, Ignite Speeches, Research review

Read:
e Gilbert, “Curiosity and Devotion to Inquisitiveness”
e |gnite Talks homepage (watch at least 2 different presentations for section discussion)

Due Friday: Ignite Presentation Proposal: Write a quick proposal (150-250 words) for your Ignite
Presentation. Your proposal should include 1) a one-paragraph description of your topic, and 2) a
mood board with pictures, colors, and fonts that communicate the general feel of your presentation
and showcase how you intend to use your slides to support your thesis or central claim effectively.
Failure to complete will result in a 1/3 letter grade deduction of the final assignment grade

Week 7: Visual Rhetoric,Stage Presense

Watch/Read/Listen—

e Using PowerPoint, Artists Ask How Performative Presentations Shape Our Thinking Shannon
Mattern

Short Assignment #4 by Wednesday at 11:59pm: annotated bibliography of 4 sources (2+ scholarly)

Due by Friday: Ignite Presentation script/outline: Provide a rough script or outline of your
presentation. A complete submission will account for all 20 slides. Failure to complete will result in a
1/3 letter grade deduction of the final assignment grade

Week 8: Concluding Week, Live Performance during section

Note: In 125GS courses, speeches will happen in person and be performed in class during Week 8 during
synchronous zoom time

Program Policies

N

Communication

In CAT, it is our hope that in this course we will develop a supportive learning community that fosters
discussion, engagement, and excitement. Often, we will engage in the course material through the
sharing of ideas, questions, and personal experiences. “Honesty, listening for understanding, a




willingness to share your ideas, and respect for self and others” are basic guidelines that can help create
a positive learning environment. Your participation and feedback is important to the success of the
course and | welcome your thoughts throughout the term on how we might improve class processes that
will encourage effective communication and dialogue.

Statement of Inclusion:

| believe very strongly that the classroom is a place to expand our knowledge and experiences safely,
while being respected and valued. | support the values of UC San Diego to “create a diverse, equitable,
and inclusive campus in which students, faculty, and staff can thrive”. | strive to uphold the values
articulated by the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: “We believe that true
excellence is achieved through productive relationships among people of diverse perspectives. When the
collective talents of our students, faculty, and staff at UC San Diego are united in an environment that is
open and inclusive, creativity and innovation prosper.” | hope you will join me in creating a class that
upholds these values to further enhance our learning as a community.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Students requesting accommaodations for this course due to a disability should (if needed) provide a
current Authorization for Accommaodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities
(OSD) which is located in University Center 202 behind Center Hall. Students are then required to
present their AFA letters to Faculty (please make arrangements to contact your professor privately) and
to the OSD Liaison in the department in advance so that accommaodations may be arranged. No
retroactive accommodations can be provided.

Academic | .
Please note: UCSD has a university-wide Policy on Integrity of Scholarship, published annually in the
General Catalog, and online_https://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/. All students must read and be familiar
with this Policy. All suspected violations of academic integrity will be reported to UCSD’s Academic
Integrity Coordinator, following Academic Senate policy. Students found to have violated UCSD’s
standards for academic integrity may include suspension or dismissal, and academic sanctions may
include failure of the assignment or failure of the course.

All work for this course needs to be original and created by you for this class. This doesn’t mean you can’
t get feedback from friends or work together, but the work you turn in needs to be your own. If you are
not sure if you are committing an Al violation, please talk to me or your TA before submitting your
assighment.

Al will only be allowed in the class for specific assighnments or assignment components as designated
as such by the professor; any other use of Al will be considered a possible academic integrity violation.
Anytime you use generative Al, you will need to cite the use of the technology and describe how you
used the technology.



If you are found to have committed an academic integrity violation on a major assignment in this course,
you will receive a 0 and likely fail the course.

Course Policies

Peer Review, Self-Evaluation, and Reflection
Self-assessment, reflection, and collaboration are core components of the first year writing program at
UCSD. In this class (and CAT broadly), you will do a fair amount of peer review, revision, working in
groups, and reflection on your work. That is, be prepared both to receive and offer constructive criticism
and re-work your writing, presentations, etc.
® Peer Review will happen regularly, so be prepared to work with your peers and offer constructive
critique and receive feedback.
e Self-Evaluations and Reflections are also a crucial part of this course. | will ask you do reflections
on your work throughout the term and a final reflective portfolio.
e Grade Contesting Policy (Must be done before Monday of Finals Week).

Attendan
Attendance in lecture and discussion are very important.Discussion sections build community and
provide a space to work through your ideas and engage with your peers.

For Section:
® You are allowed 2 absences (i.e. 1 week of CAT 125). For every absence after 2, you will lose 1/3
a letter grade of your overall grade.

Seminar Participation Grading
CAT courses are designed to support and strengthen your communication and thinking skills. Your

participation in the course is required for the development of these skills and will be assessed according
to the following rubric:

Excellent (10)- You are well prepared for lecture and section, demonstrated by: having all your materials;
consistently contributing to discussion; asking productive questions; listening actively and taking notes;
engaging in group work; supporting and respecting other students; respecting TAs, the instructor and
course material; attending office hours; coming to lecture and section on time and staying for the entire
class time; taking responsibility for any work or material missed if absent; overall proactive.

Good (9) - You are usually prepared for lecture and section, demonstrated by: contributing to discussion;
listening actively; engaging in group work; respecting other students; respecting TAs, the instructor, and
course material; mostly coming to lecture and section on time and staying for the entire class time;
overall responsible.

Adequate (8) - You are inconsistently prepared for lecture and section, demonstrated by: rarely
contributing to discussion; missing materials; managing time poorly; working well with others, but



unable to contribute fairly; respecting TAs, instructor, and course materials; mostly coming to lecture and
section on time and staying for the entire class time; overall, inconsistent.

Developing (7) - You are physically present but mentally disengaged from the course, demonstrated by:
never contributing to discussion in lecture or section; consistently coming to class late or leaving early;
working well with others, but unable to contribute fairly; failing to develop any relationships with TAs
and/or instructor; overall, disengaged.

Unacceptable (5) - You demonstrate through behavior and/or language that you are uninterested in
learning; or, alternatively, you are regularly disrespectful of other students, TAs, the instructor, or course
material.



