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1. Overview

This class investigates philosophical questions as they appear in one of the great
masterpieces of Spanish and global literature, Don Quixote. In the book’s preface,
Cervantes famously apologized for not writing like other authors, whose novels
are “so full of citations from Aristotle, Plato, and the entire horde of philosophers
that readers are moved to admire . . . . My book will lack all of this.” This passage
is ironic, given that ideas from Aristotle, Plato and other philosophers appear
throughout the text. We will ask what commentary Cervantes is making on the
ancient and Medieval ideas that inform his story. In addition we will seek to
understand what the novel might be saying about utopianism, the role of
imagination in constructing reality, and a narrative understanding of the self.

This class presupposes no background in philosophy and students who put in
effort can do well.

2. Assessment
A 1,000-word site-visit report (25%) An in-class essay (30%)
A second in-class essay (30%) Class participation (15%)

Students will be assessed on their essays, site report and class participation.
3. Readings and Schedule

Students are required to obtain a copy of the following book. Important: you
need the Rutherford translation:

Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra. Don Quixote. John Rutherford trans. (New York:
Penguin, 2000 [1605]).

1. Week of June 29-July 3™

Tuesday: Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra. Don Quixote. John Rutherford trans.
(New York: Penguin, 2000 [1605]), 11-58.

Thursday: Cervantes, Don Quixote, 59-115.



2. Week of July 6*-10%

Tues: Cervantes, Don Quixote, 116-64.

Thursday: Cervantes, Don Quixote, 165-219.
3. Week of July 13*-17

Tues: Cervantes, Don Quixote, 220-269 and in-class essay.

Thursday: Cervantes, Don Quixote, 270-311.
4. Week of July 20t-24%

Tues: Cervantes, Don Quixote, 312-366.

Thursday: Cervantes, Don Quixote, 367-417.
5. Week of July 27%-31%

Tues: Cervantes, Don Quixote, 418-79.

Thurs: In-class essay.

4. General Information
Email Policy

I am happy to reply to emails sent from UCSD email addresses. I do not reply to
emails from non-UCSD addresses. Please note that there are two subjects I do not
discuss by email, even if they are sent from a UCSD account. These are:

a) Requests for information about an exam or assignment due during exam week
that arrive in the 24-hour period immediately preceding the exam or assignment
deadline.

b) Requests to discuss or adjust your final class grade. If you have an issue with
your grade please make an appointment to discuss it during my office hour next
quarter. If you are graduating let me know and we will make alternative
arrangements.

Accommodation for Disability
Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must

provide a current Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the
Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) which is located in University Center



202 behind Center Hall. Students are required to present their AFA letters to
Faculty (please make arrangements to contact me privately) and to the OSD
Liaison in the department in advance so that accommodations may be arranged.
Contact the OSD for further information: 858.534.4382 (phone), osd@ucsd.edu
(email), disabilities.ucsd.edu (web)

Academic Integrity

Integrity of scholarship is essential for an academic community. The University
expects that both faculty and students will honor this principle and in so doing
protect the validity of intellectual work. For students, this means that all
academic work will be done by the individual to whom it is assigned, without
unauthorized aid of any kind.

Note that unauthorized aid includes the use of artificial intelligence, including
but not limited to ChatGPT, Google Gemini or Grammarly, when the latter is
used to generate new text (a basic grammar check is fine). Please note that it is
irrelevant if you’ve taken different classes with different Al policies. The policy
in this class is simple and clear: all your words and ideas need to come from you,
not Al. More information about UCSD’s policy on academic integrity is available
at https:/ /academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/ process/ policy.html

Health and Well-being

During your time at UCSD, you may experience a range of issues that can
negatively impact your learning. These may include physical illness, housing or
food insecurity, strained relationships, loss of motivation, depression, anxiety,
high levels of stress, alcohol and drug problems, feeling down, interpersonal or
sexual violence, or grief.

These concerns or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance
and affect your ability to participate in day-to-day activities. If there are issues
related to coursework that are a source of particular stress or challenge, please
speak with me, Professor Lamey, so that I am able to support you. UC San Diego
provides a number of resources to all enrolled students, including;:

Counselling and Psychological Services (858-534-3755 | caps.ucsd.edu)
Student Health Services (858-534-3300 | studenthealth.ucsd.edu)

CARE at the Sexual Assault Resource Center (858-534-5793 | care.ucsd.edu)
The Hub Basic Needs Center (858-246-2632 | basicneeds.ucsd.edu)

We care about you at UC San Diego, and there is always help available.



